
1 972/1 2/1 9 


9 



P&ge 5 o £ 15 c opies 


Department of State 



TELEGRAM 

L ■(■: 


0 191028Z DEC 72 ZFF4 CN.» 

FM USDEL FRANCE Rec 5 d = 

TO RUEHC/SECSTATE IMMEDIATE 6542 
INFO RUEHCR/AMEMBASSY SAIGON IMMEDIATE 1267 
BT 

SECRET USDEL FRANCE 24344 


4 98 IQ 

DECEMBER 19, 1972 
6 :23 a.m. 


NOD IS/ PARIS MEETINGS PLUS - - 

SUBJECT? MEETINGS WITH DRV ON PROTPCOLS' 


1. AT PRIVATE MEETINGS ON DECEMBER 16 AND 18, U.S. 

TECHNICAL EXPERTS, HEADED BY AMBASSADOR PORTER, PRESSED DRV 
EXPERTS, HEADED BY XUA.N THUYy 'TO DISCUSS DRAFT PROTOCOLS 
ON ICCS. DRV CONTINUED TO ARGUE., THAT PRIORITY SHOULD 
BE GIVEN TO PROTOCOLS ON THE CEASEFIRE AND THE 2 AND 
4 PARTY JOINT MILITARY COMMISSIONS. FINALLY, ON THE 
18TH, COMPROMISE WAS REACHED UNDER. WHICH THE TWO SUBJECTS 
WOULD BE CONSIDERED IN ALTERNATE SESSIONS. 

"s. 

2. ON DECEMBER 16, XUAN THUY GAVE GENERAL STATEMENT 
ON RELATIVE ROLES OF JOINT 'MILITARY COMMISSIONS AND 
ICCS, IN WHICH PREPONDERANT .ROLE -IS GIVEN TO JOINT 
COMMISSIONS. AMBASSADOR PORTER REPLIED TO THAT 

GENERAL STATEMENT- ON DECEMBER '18 AND PROCEEDED TO DISCUSS 
ICCS PROTOCOL ARTICLE-BY-ARTICLE, COVERING MORE THAN HALF 
OF DRAFT PROTOCOL. ZUAN: THUY REFUSED TO COMMENT ON ICCS 
PROTOCOL ON -THAT BASIS BUT AGREED TO RESPOND AFTER U.S. 

COMMENTS ARE FI NISHED-- 1. E . , DURING SESSION AFTER NEXT. 

3. NEXT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER 20 TO DISCUSS 

U.S. AND DRV DRAFT PROTOCOLS ON CEASEFIRE AND JOINT MILITARY 
COMMISSIONS. AMBASSADOR PORTER MADE IT CLEAR THAT WE 
WOULD NOT, RPT NOT, DISCUSS ARRANGEMENTS UNDER TWO-PARTY 
JOINT MILITARY COMMISSION, WHICH IS MATTER FOR SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
PARTIES TO DEVELOP. . 

4. COMMENT: MOST NOTEWORTHY ASPECT : OF SORRY DRV 
PERFORMANCE TO DATE IS CONTINUING STALL. XIIAN THUY HAD 
REMAINED EXCEEDINGLY GENERAL IN HIS STATEMENTS, SO MUCH SO 
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THAT ALL THAT CAN BE SAID OF DRV POSITION AT THIS POINT IS THAT 
THEY ARE PUSHING FOR NUMEROUS JOINT MILITARY COMMISSION TEAMS 
AND RESISTING ANY SUGGESTIONS THAT ICCS TEAMS SHOULD BE 
NUMEROUS AND MOBILE ENOUGH TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DETERRENT. 

IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT THUY WAS LEFT WITHOUT AUTHORITY AND THAT 
HE NEEDS INSTRUCTIONS IF THERE IS TO BE ANY PROGRESS. 

C 4 

5. WE ARE POUCHING COPIES OF THE TALKING PAPERS USED 
DURING THE DISCUSSIONS. 
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